

















































NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N.Y. 


‘*‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 
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| Make Their Hearts the Center of 
Your Home 


Here are the pictures of the Sacred Heart and of Our 
Blessed Lady that you have been waiting for. Something to 
make your home a place where Christ and His Mother are 
“at home.” These beautifully finished Companion Pictures 
are the ideal wedding or graduation gift for May and June. 
In rich glowing colors, they are set off by gilt wooden frames, 
size 11 x 14 inches. The one of the Sacred Heart is Garcia 
Moreno’s famed painting, that of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary is especially appealing. $3.00 each or $6.00 a pair, plus 
postage. Unframed 25¢ each. Order from: — 

National Center of the Enthronement 


4930 South Dakota Ave., N. E. 
Washington 17, D. C. 
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Oabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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A Votive Light to Honor Mary, Queen of Saints 


The dancing flames of the little red vigil lights reflecting their rosy 
glow about the church, are a beautiful symbolic expression of someone’s 
devotion to God, or to the Blessed Virgin, or a favorite saint. Some- 
times they are burning in fulfilment of a promise, in thanksgiving for 
a favor received, or again they burn in trusting hope that God will grant 
a certain request. Many burn a vigil light as a simple gesture of love, 
for it represents a small sacrificial offering, a love-token. Would you 
like to honor Our Blessed Mother, Queen of All Saints, by burning a 
vigil light before one of the precious relics enshrined in our Relic 
Chapel? The usual offering of 10¢ may be sent to: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Mary, Most Precious Vessel in the 
Temple of God 


g» MONG the most precious possessions of our churches 
and chapels are their beautiful, rare and valued 
vessels. In the Church of the Living God, that 
Church which comprises heaven and earth, there is 
also a vessel of wondrous beauty, exceedingly pre- 
cious and of unique value. This vessel is Mary, 
the blessed Virgin-Mother of God, the spotless 
Spouse of the Holy Spirit. The word “vessel” has a profound meaning 
when applied to Mary, as can be seen from the fact that the Church in 
her Litany applies this Word to her three times in succession, when she 
greets her as the “Spiritual Vessel’ — the “Vessel of Honor” and the 
“Singular Vessel of Devotion.” 


Spiritual Vessel 

A vessel is intended to be a container of something. Mary is 
called the “Spiritual Vessel” because she has been chosen by the Holy 
Spirit for an extraordinary spiritual content, predetermined to have a 
most salutary influence on our spiritual life. What is the content of 
this vessel? The Archangel gave us the answer when he saluted Mary 
as “Full of grace.” This, then, is her spiritual content, she is full of 
grace. The grace of the Holy Spirit has been poured into her with all 
the lavishness and exquisite delicacy a creature is capable of receiving. 
Her Immaculate Conception, her perfect sinlessness, her voluntary, 
steadfast and incomparable virginity, her love of God and neighbor 
— in brief, her whole rich dowry of the most solid virtues, breathes 
forth to us like a perfume of rich grace. It is because of this incom- 
prehensible plentitude of grace and virtue that Mary, the “Spiritual 
Vessel,” is able to point out to us our path through life. Next to her 
Son Jesus, the most gracious exemplar and type of all that is true and 
worthy, she influences our life in a most effective way. 

There is still another way of considering this lovely vessel of grace 
and virtue — as the most holy and immaculate Heart of Mary. That 
immaculate Heart of Mary, of the Mother of God, is a spiritual vessel 
in the most emphatic sense, because it is a source of grace from which 
we can draw in all our spiritual and temporal needs. It is a vessel 
filled by the Holy Spirit with the precious oil of charity, compassion 
and understanding. The sacred vessels that were used in the temple of 
Jerusalem at the Divine services were preserved and held in the greatest 
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honor. In the New Testament the vessels used for the reception of the 
Body of Christ and of the holy oils are made of the purest and most 
precious metal, consecrated and put into the hands of priests and dea- 
cons, who alone are permitted to handle them. Yet all this visible dig- 
nity of material vessels set aside for the service of God is but a weak 
image of the dignity and honor of that spiritual and heavenly vessel 
in which the Holy Spirit wrought the Incarnation of the Son of God. 

How can we, how should we honor this vessel? St. Paul told us 
how, when he exhorted the Thessalonians to know how to preserve their 
vessels, because their members were the “temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from God; and you are not your own, you 
are bought with a great price. Glorify and bear God in your body.” 
Thus, if we appeal to Mary, the vessel of eminent honor, if we keep 
her example always before us, we shall obtain spiritual strength and 
purity in the measure of our love for her. 


Vessel of Honor 

After Christ, there is no human being possessing such exalted 
holiness as the Blessed Virgin. It was Mary, the Mother of Jesus, who 
first put the leaven of the kingdom of God into the meal, glorifying 
God, men, and her own personal life by sanctifying her daily toil with 
the faith, hope and charity of that kingdom which Christ was preaching. 
She was the first woman to honor men, thereby to honor God, by sweep- 
ing the house for the precious “groat” of the kingdom of God which 
mankind had lost. She was the first woman who with the totality of 
her activity, the splendid candor of her mind, the utter purity of her 
body, was ever busied with serving God. She was the wise and pru- 
dent maiden, the Virgin par excellence of the Guard of Honor of the 
Heavenly Bridegroom, with her lamp always filled and trimmed. She 
was the beloved and honored Mother of the home of Nazareth. It 
was her gracious request to her Son at the wedding of Cana which 
spared the young couple embarrassment, when at His command the 
ordinary water pots were transformed into vessels of honor, holding 
a wine which the chief steward pronounced finest of all. What a force- 
ful, what a striking picture this is of the human soul changed at the 
request of Mary into a vessel of honor, into a vessel of the supernatural 
life of God, through the word of the redeeming Christ on the Cross! 
What gratitude, what devotion do we not owe Mary for thus imploring 
our salvation! 








Singular Vessel of Devotion 


Here we ask the Blessed Virgin, that precious vessel of devotion 
to God, to increase our devotion. St. Thomas Aquinas tells us that 
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devotion to God means a readiness to dedicate, to consecrate ourselves 
to Him, to honor Him and do what He wills. It is, therefore, an ar- 
dent love, a strong affection and inclination for.His service. When we 
speak of Mary as the “Singular Vessel of Devotion,” we mean that her 
devotion to God was unique and unparalleled. Her whole life mani- 
fested this. She was and is the immaculately pure Bride of the Holy 
Spirit, her mind always directed to and occupied with Him. Indeed, 
prayer was her principal activity. 

When Gabriel came to ask her to be the Mother of God and of 
men, he found her rapt in prayer, absorbed in the closest union with 
God. ' Her “fiat” indicates this perfect union and perfect love. To be 
convinced of this we have only to consider her instant readiness to 
co-operate with the will of God and take upon herself the office of co- 
Redemptrix, with all the sacrifices this entailed, — sacrifices which she 
foresaw clearly from her profound knowledge of Scripture. Nothing 
was said of this in the hour of the Annunciation, but God was not ask- 
ing Mary to make a blind leap in the dark. Mary was permitted to 
choose with a free will, with a fully free will, whether or not she would 
yield herself with complete abandon. She chose to give God her all 
and deemed herself most blessed among women to be allowed to do so. 
Because of this conformity of her will with God’s, her soul was not so 
much active through its own natural impulses, as it was energized and 
activated by the enlivening will of God. In view of her Divine mater- 
nity, the Holy Spirit had so prepared and enriched her soul that it 
could at any moment render a worthy measure of devotion to her Son. 
Her Magnificat gives us a deep insight into the devotion of her heart, 
and reveals it to us, filled with readiness to serve God, to honor Him 
and accomplish His will. “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God, my Savior, because He has looked upon the lowliness 
of His handmaid.” 

St. Luke, in recounting the adoration of the shepherds at Bethlehem, 
says that Mary kept all these words, pondering them in her heart. 
Here he paints a picture for us, a picture of the Virgin-Mother dwell- 
ing on the words. and deeds of her Son with unsurpassed love and ven- 
eration. As a spring of water gives of its fulness without stint, as the 
sun radiates light and energy without calculation in its giving, so Mary, 
the singular vessel of devotion, like an ever-flowing spring, and an 
ever-shining sun, ministered to Jesus with unswerving loyalty and un- 
shadowed selflessness. This devotion and joy in God, this perfect con- 
formity to His will, the fruit of her consecration to God, is the interior 
spring and the abounding energy of her soul. She had given solemn 
expression of this innermost, singular devotion when she offered her- 
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self to God as a child, and she preserved it throughout her life, on Cal- 
vary as well as at Bethlehem. She was the valiant woman who for the 
undoing of death had to will the Passion and Death of her only Son. 
She had to will it, for as God delivered up His Son for the salvation 
of men, so Mary, as their co-Redemptrix, had also to deliver Him. 
That was her official role. That was part of the content of the singular 
devotion with which God had enriched her at the dawn of life. This, 
her role, did not permit her to refuse the Passion of Christ. She had 
to utter another “fiat” which was the echo and full realization of the 
first. And in this second fiat her soul was torn with agony, the agony 
of the sorrowful travail in which she gave birth to mankind, a birth 
that was the fruit of her own mystic conception as the singular vessel 
of devotion. Thus by her subordinate co-operation with Jesus in pre- 
senting to God a humanity living with His life, Mary is called the sin- 
gular vessel of devotion. And to this vessel so replete with supernatural 
love, we daily cry: “Pray for us! Teach us devotion: help us to love 
God and to serve Him with our whole being.” 

The virtue of devotion and of prayer in all things that concern our 
own personal salvation and that of mankind in general is absolutely 
necessary, and with Mary as our model it becomes simple. When we 
keep before our eyes Mary, the spiritual vessel, the vessel of honor, 
the singular vessel of devotion, this vision of unearthly beauty draws 
our hearts as if by a magnet to unite our desires, our love with hers, 
so that our hearts, our entire beings, become vessels of deeper, stronger, 
more penetrating and persevering devotion, and our prayer ascends to 
God intermingled with the fragrant incense of the prayer of Mary, the 
most precious vessel in the eternal kingdom of heaven. 
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Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 


Among the lovely titles of Mary is one which is 
venerated on the last day of May: Our Lady of the Sa- 
cred Heart. In accordance with the traditional teaching 
of the Church that the Sacred Heart is the treasury and 
source of all grace, and that Mary is the dispenser of 
these graces, Our Blessed Mother is called the “Treasurer 
of the Sacred Heart.” Through her we seek and find the graces, both 
spiritual and temporal, of which we stand in need. Most appropriately 
her feast ushers in, and, as it were, is the vigil of the Month of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
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Soy in d adness 


OR forty days after His resurrection, the disciples of Christ 
Rial had basked in the life-giving sunshine of His bodily presence. 
In their happiness they forgot the shame of their base deser- 
tion in His hour of need and the terrible tragedy of His death on the 
Cross. The horrors of those dark days were well-nigh obliterated, now 
that He was with them once more. Why should they dwell upon the 
sorrowful past? Christ walked with them, spoke to them and ate 
with them in His dear familiar way. He would suddenly appear before 
them and tarry long enough to instruct them and fill their hearts with 
great joy. But there was something about Him, a new radiant beauty, 
which they had not observed before His death. This caused some awe, 
but no fear, to those who approached Him. They loved and revered 
Him all the more. 

While Christ was with His disciples during those forty days, of 
what did He speak? He spoke of matters concerning the work He had 
entrusted to them, the founding of His Kingdom on earth. He con- 
firmed the powers given to them and gave them strength and comfort 
for the work yet to be done. Now the time had come for Him to leave 
them behind, to go to His Father. Arriving with Him at the top of 
Mt. Olivet, the scene of His agony and shame, they gathered around 
to get a last glimpse of Him and to hear His last words of farewell. 
They saw upon His face the glow of heavenly ecstasy and then, before 
their very eyes, Jesus slowly rose up towards heaven until a cloud hid 
Him from their sight. 

From the beginning of time there had never been a scene equal to 
this, and the faithful followers of Christ were indeed privileged to wit- 
ness it. Yet it was a poignant moment for them. They were never 
again on this earth to see their beloved Master, never to hear Him 
speak, never to obey His kindly commands as He went about among 
them. Was it surprising they were sad? 
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The reassuring words of the two angels who appeared at that mo- 
ment, saying that Christ would come once more on the clouds, consoled 
them to a certain extent. But in their bewilderment they could not 
understand all that was told them. As they came down the hill to return 
to their homes, they were filled with mingled sentiments of joy and 
sorrow. They rejoiced in the glorious victories of their Master, but 
the thought that they had seen their Lord for the last time caused their 
joy to be mingled with grief. But in their love for Him, they sought 
to make His joy their own and endeavored to put away their sorrow 
in the thought that Jesus had gone to His eternal home, had once more 
joined His Father in heaven. All that He had suffered at the hands of 
enemies was now wiped out by the glory that was His. He had now 
taken formal possession of His royal throne in heaven, where, as the 
Apostles’ Creed says, He is “sitting at the right hand of God.” He had 
accomplished the last mystery of His life on earth in the work of man’s 
salvation. He had thrown open the gates of heaven which had been 
bolted so firmly by the sin of Adam that all men collectively could not 
unbar them nor undo the harm brought by Adam’s fall. Therefore, in 
spite of the natural sadness which tore at their heart-strings, the dis- 
ciples entered in spirit into the joy of the Lord. 

Our Lord’s Ascension teaches us two very important lessons in 
regard to the purpose of our life and our ultimate destiny. In the 
first instance, Christ had taught in season and out of season that our 
end is union with God, for God alone can completely satisfy all our 
cravings for truth and happiness. In the second instance, He taught 
with no less zeal that our union with God in the next life depends en- 
tirely upon our mode of life and conduct here below. 


Bitter but Sweet 


The thought of the mingled joy and sadness of the disciples after 
Our Lord’s Ascension reminds us of another place where there is joy 
in sadness: purgatory. The holy souls in purgatory possess joy because 
they know that ultimately heaven will be theirs. They are sad because 
they are suffering and are delayed in attaining that final union with 
God. It is the Catholic teaching that they suffer very much. They de- 
rive their name from their suffering. We call them the suffering souls. 
They undergo a twofold pain — the privation of the sight of God, for 
which their whole being longs, and a positive and physical pain, called 
the suffering of the senses, analogous to our physical and corporal suf- 
fering, although in purgatory suffering affects only the souls separated 
from their bodies. In one word, the souls in purgatory are far from 
God, who is their All, and they are in flames. 
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Yet, despite their sufferings, the souls in purgatory are full of peace, 
quiet and love. They enjoy an indissoluble union with God, being in 
the state of eternal friendship with Him, and their sufferings are light- 
ened by the unceasing visits of consoling angels, or sweetened at inter- 
vals by the presence of Mary, the Immaculate Mother of suffering hu- 
manity. Moreover, they are ever buoyed up by the hope of release, 
while they stretch forth their arms in pleading supplication to earth 
that we here below may hasten that time. 

Let us, then, be mindful of the souls of the departed and by our 
prayers and good works daily offer suffrages for them, that they may 
speedily arrive at the eternal union which God has destined for them. 
And let us, on the feast of the Ascension, lift up our hearts in gladness 
at the thought that heaven is also our final home. There may not be 
much joy or sunshine in our lives now, but let us be cheered at the 
thought that Christ suffered and died before He ascended into heaven, 
and that by patiently and lovingly bearing our sufferings now, we may 
greatly shorten and diminish the sufferings that would otherwise await 
us in purgatory because of our sins. Let us take heart and be com- 
forted in the realization that if we live as Christ has taught us, we shall 
one day have the happiness of seeing Him face to face; that He will 
greet us with open arms and will say to us as He said of old: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of thy Lord!” 


Sonee, the Tdeal of Mothers 


Se ie ed 


child ‘f mn reverence and love due to her to whom, 
after God, it owes everything that it is, or hopes to 
be. This day places before us the glory of the title 
of motherhood, which is only worthily borne by her 
who is selfless, who loses herself for the good of her 
child. This glorious title is, indeed, a spiritual gem, 
not a mere physical victory. It is the embodiment 
of the true, the good and the beautiful. 

Today the nation proudly honors its mothers, and instinctively the 
Catholic heart turns to Mary, the inspiration of all motherhood, in 
whose Divine Motherhood all human motherhood is blessed. For to 
Mary is given the most beautiful and the most glorious of all titles: 
Mother of God, a title which sets her above all creatures and gives her 
the right to an honor second only to that given to her Divine Son, Jesus. 
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It is devotion to the Mother of God, the Mother most pure, the 
Mother undefiled, the Mother most admirable, which is responsible, as 
no other factor, for the elevation of womanhood in Christian civilization 
as opposed to a pagan culture. It has sanctified married life. It has 
helped to make real the concept of chastity, that noblest victory of the 
spirit over the flesh. It has inspired the artist and poet; it has guided 
the hand of the sculptor; music is its debtor. The world over, Mary, 
Mother of God, is glorified in symphonies of stone — the great cathe- 
drals, as well as in unnumbered edifices raised to her honor. 


And this most glorious, most amiable, most worthy of Mothers, 
is our own. She belongs to us by virtue of the last testament of Jesus 
dying on the Cross: “Behold thy Mother!” She belongs to us as mem- 
bers of the Mystical Body, of which Jesus is our elder Brother and 
Head. And we, in turn, are inexpressibly dear to her, because we are 
dear to Him. She will never forsake us, now nor at the hour of our 
death! 

Our earthly mothers appreciate the gifts we present to them on 
Mother’s Day as a token of our love, and it is certainly fitting that we 
show them every honor and reverence. They are grateful for the letters 
we write, for the flowers with which we honor them. They are touched 
by every love-token we may give them. But they need our prayers, 
and they are most of all grateful for these spiritual gifts. And so for 
our mothers, whether they are with us, or have gone on before us, 
whether we are near them or afar, let us not forget some spiritual love- 
gift: a Mass offered for them, a Communion, a Rosary prayed, a 
novena. 

And for Mary, our Heavenly Mother, let us deepen our devotion; 
promise her to overcome that bad habit which is leading us astray 
from Catholic ideals; assist at Holy Mass and frequent the sacraments 
more often in her honor. Let us act towards her always as loving, 
devoted, trusting children! Then we may hope that she will speedily 
come to our aid in all our troubles, especially when we invoke her with 
the familiar prayer: “My Queen, my Mother, remember I am thine. 
Keep me, guard me as thy property and possession!” 








Spiritual Vitamin for May 


Assist us, O Lord, our God, and defend us evermore by the 
might of Thy holy Cross, in whose honor Thou makest us to 
rejoice. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. (ind. of 5 years.) 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 11 


Mothers! Consecrate Your Children 
to Mary. 






R * MOTHER whose constant prayer was that her 
‘ little son would grow up close to the Hearts 
of Jesus and Mary was overjoyed upon read- 
ing a few years ago of the practice of con- 
secrating children to Mary. She wrote of her 
delight as follows: “I recommend him in my 
prayers to our Mother Mary, that she may 
care for him and teach his little heart to love 
her Son forever. Then I read in your May issue of Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory about the practice of offering one’s 
child to the Blessed Virgin by an Act of Consecration. I 
took David to a dear priest-friend of ours, and told him 
of my wish to have him consecrated in such a manner. He 
was so very pleased about it, although he did not have the 
words of consecration for a child. He was anxious to use 
the simple but beautiful one given in your magazine. So 
last Sunday evening we took David to Our Lady of the Rosary church 
for Benediction, where by a happy coincidence (I did not know it as 
this is not our parish church) they had a beautiful ceremony of Crown- 
ing the Blessed Virgin by the little children who had made their First 
Communion that morning. The Children of Mary, all in white veils 
and blue gowns, were present, too. When the service was over and 
everyone had left, Father R. had me bring David before the beautifully 
prepared altar of the Blessed Virgin, with the crown of roses on her 
head and lovely bouquets at her feet. There Father read the Act of 
Consecration and afterwards I read it aloud also. Father then gave us 
his blessing, and I can tell you I was about the happiest mother in the 
world. Father R. said, ‘Now David, you truly have two mothers, this 
your earthly mother and your Mother Mary.’ 

“David, who is only two and a half, said: ‘Yes, my Mummy right 
here and Mummy Mary in heaven — right up there,’ and he pointed 
upwards. 

“Father said he had never been asked to perform that ceremony 
before, but that in the lives of the saints you read that many of them 
were consecrated to Our Blessed Mother in childhood. I only wish 
that every Catholic mother could know the peace and happiness I feel 
in the knowledge that my own little son belongs more especially to the 
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Blessed Virgin, and that she will guide and protect him through life. 
I wanted you to share in my happiness and to know that through that 
article another little child has been placed ever closer to the Heart of 
Jesus. I had a Mass offered in honor of the Blessed Virgin for my son 
and intend to have one offered every year on that date. 


Sincerely, Mrs. J.G.” 


The practice of consecrating children to Mary is one rich in grace 
and fruitful in blessings. In recent years there has been a renewal of 
this practice in some parishes, due to the zeal of a Catholic mother who 
began an apostolate in the diocese of Scranton, Pennsylvania, to encour- 
age mothers and mothers-to-be to consecrate themselves and their chil- 
dren to Mary. St. Alphonsus teaches, and all theologians agree, that a 
filial devotion to Mary is a sign of predestination. Many believe that 
with this consecration a devout mother who brings up her child in its 
spirit may hope that in the Providence of God her boy or girl will go 
through life without grievous sin, or at least will not die unrepentant if 
he or she should fall into evil habits. 


Our booklet, “Under Mary’s Mantle” (10¢), treats of the conse- 
cration of children in some detail and provides a form of prayer for 
this purpose. For the benefit of those who may wish to carry out this 
beautiful practice, we give here a 


Form of Dedicating a Child to Mary 


HOLY Mary, Mother of God, and our dear Mother also, behold we 
have come to dedicate this child (here name the child) to thy 
maternal care. We choose thee this day for her (his) Mother, 

Patroness and Advocate, and we beseech thee to take her (him) under 
thy powerful protection. 

O most tender and loving Mother, we most earnestly entreat thee, 
through the infinite merits of thy Divine Son, Jesus, that thou wilt 
watch over this child, and obtain for her (him) the grace of guarding 
carefully all her (his) thoughts, desires, words and actions, so that she 
(he) may never displease thy Divine Son, nor thee, His Blessed Mother; 
but that all the faculties and powers of her (his) soul, all the senses 
and members of her (his) body —her (his) whole being — may be 
offered a holocaust of praise and honor to the Divine Majesty during 
her (his) whole life and at the hour of her (his) death. And in that 
awful hour, come, O holy Mother, to assist thy child, protect her (him) 
from her (his) enemies, the demons, and conduct her (his) soul out 
of this miserable world to see and enjoy God, and to love and bless 
thee, in the company of the blessed in heaven. Amen. 

Recite three ‘‘Hail Marys,’”’ and ‘“‘O Mary, conceived without sin, 
pray for us who have recourse to thee.” 
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gf entecost in [Js through the 


4 i _ Sacraments 


t ust as He promised three times on the evening of the 
Last Supper, Our Lord, since Pentecost, continually sends 
us the Holy Spirit. How? On the waves of the sacra- 
ments, of which He, Himself, Jesus in the Eucharist, re- 
mains the Fountain perpetually flowing. Let us try to 
comprehend this. 

A first fact: Through the operation of the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus was conceived in the virginal womb of 

Mary. O prodigy! A man comes from the hand of God in such pleni- 

tude that he is Man-God. He is so united to the Son of God that He is 

Himself, in Person, the Son of God. O mpeny of the Incarnation, 

masterpiece of the breath of God! 

A second fact: Under the power of the love of the same Spirit, the 
Man-God offers Himself on the Cross in homage to His Father, in order 
to obtain and to bring about that other men, in the measure of their 
union with Him, might have a participation in this same Divine life, 
becoming, by adoption, true sons of the Eternal God. This is sanctify- 
ing grace. This new prodigy, this extension of the Incarnation, is ac- 
complished likewise by the operation of the Holy Spirit, and it is pre- 
cisely for this end that Jesus in the Cenacle promised to send the Para- 
clete. 

A third fact: Grace comes to us through the sacraments. Through 
these Divine instruments, adapted to our human capacity, the Holy 
Spirit reaches us and unites us to the Man-God. He gathers up in this 
way, throughout all time and space, the souls of men in order to unite 
them in a Mystical Body — the Church. 

Now, the sacraments operate in such a manner that grace comes 
to us and to all the Church through a virtue which they derive from 
Our Lord, sacrificed to the extent that He has placed Himself in the 
sacramental order. Their virtue proceeds from Jesu-Hostia. It is He 
Himself! The great Rock, figured in the Old Testament, from whence 
gushes forth perpetually the river of eternal life which surged out of 
the great Good Friday, and from that time from the Eucharist, spreads 
itself out in seven vivifying streams. Likewise, in their turn, these 
same streams lead us to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Thus, from 
the holy altar, our Lord Jesus Christ keeps His promise, and through 
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these divers routes of the sacraments, it is always He who sends us the 


Holy Spirit on behalf of His Father. 


Baptism 


The pouring of the water, the sign of Baptism, symbolizes that sin 
is washed from the soul through the arrival of sanctifying grace. If, 
by itself, independently of the Eucharist, the exterior rite signifies only 
the ablution or the disappearance of the stain of sin, thanks to the bond 
which from its very nature connects it with the Eucharist, to which 
Baptism at least implicitly points, this sacrament makes us begin the 
life of the children of God. It is the new birth of which Our Lord 
speaks in the Gospel. It is produced by the Holy Spirit. 

Born again of water and the Holy Spirit, let us recall that it is in 
the Death of Christ. the Victim adored on the altar, that we have been 
baptized. We are dead. then, to sin, to live the glorious life of adopted 
sons of God! 


Confirmation 


The devil hates God, but not being able to do anything against 
Him, he attacks His children. The world, since the original fall, is at 
the service of the infernal spirit and works for our ruin. We keep our 
own passions, the fruits of sin, and we are feeble in the face of the 
tempter, the world, and our own wicked propensities. Therein lies 
the struggle. Our enemies are ourselves, and everything about us, 
everywhere, always! 

But armed from head to foot by the abundance of the supernatural 
virtues and gifts of the Paraclete, let us have at heart the exercising of 
the powers received in Confirmation. Let us always preserve the will 
to conquer! Marked with the image of Christ, by the Holy Spirit, we 
are filled with strength and empowered to come forth from this com- 
bat unvanquished, without blushing or weakening, and are able to pay 
to God the homage of a fervent and beautiful life. 


Holy Eucharist 


The Holy Eucharist, the center of influence of the other sacraments 
because it contains the Author of grace Himself, also gives a particular 
grace, through which It is diffused in all the sacramental organism, and 
by which It especially produces the union of man with God, and the 
union of men with one another. What is this grace? 

As food and drink of the soul, the Eucharist augments eternal 
life, rejoices the soul, and strengthens it, but this Divine nutriment, con- 
trary to natural food, does not produce these effects in letting Itself 
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be assimilated by the communicant. It is rather the contrary. It is 
He, the Living Bread, who assimilates to Himself the communicant in 
incorporating him with Himself in order that he may always have His 
life more abundantly. United thus to Him, in a common union (com- 
munion) men are a part of Him, and the compliment of Himself. And 
it is in the same movement of love of ihe Holy Spirit that the whole 
Christ, — Jesus and we — offers Himself to God in the Eucharistic obla- 
tion. Let us daily eat this Food, and live this Oblation! 
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Penance 


Because he has received the Holy Spirit, the priest can say to the 
penitent who accuses himself: “I absolve you in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” It is, then, once more by the 
influence of the Holy Spirit that the soul is freed from sin. And be- 
hold, a dead member of Christ’s Mystical Body, the Church, is suddenly 
reanimated and receives anew the life which comes from the adorable 
Head, Jesus Christ! What a new marvel is this, greater than that of the 
resurrection of the body, a marvel of the Holy Spirit! This soul which 
was a corpse is resuscitated and can now approach the Holy Table. 

But our repentance, the matter of this sacrament, can, alas, if it is 
of no force, or if it is too imperfect, render impossible or less complete 
this ravishing resurrection. Let us, then, be true, sincere, perfect peni- 
tents! 

Extreme Unction 


In the last hour, the final combat must be faced. The devil then 
attacks the soul more fiercely than ever; the world seeks to bind it more 
tightly to itself by various attachments, and heightens the struggle; 
physical nature seems to deliver itself up as an easy prey to the infernal 
enemy. It is the hour of the great tribulation, the moment whereon 
hangs the awful alternative — heaven or hell! 

But see how in giving Extreme Unction the priest pours on the 
dying one a purifying unction. As the oil penetrates the body, so does 
the Holy Spirit impregnate Himself in the soul and fortify it with His 
Divine power. The dying one can now struggle joyously; his last com- 
bat is no longer a game of chance. It is now easy to be the vanquisher 
by virtue of the Holy Spirit and through Jesus Christ, to whom the 
Holy Spirit is intimately united. He can now set out for heaven where 
he will commune with Jesus Christ, no longer under the veil of the 
Sacrament but in the splendor of glory. 


Holy Orders 


In order to administer to souls the sacraments which take them 
from their entrance into life and conduct them even to the last moment 
towards a most complete union with Jesus Christ, Our Lord chose visible 
ministers, whom He placed also on the sacramental plane in giving 
them sacramental powers. Duly ordained priests possess powers over 
the very Body of Our Lord in His Sacrament; powers over the entire 
Church, which they incorporate with Jesus Christ by means of the sac- 
raments. Their powers do not stop with giving grace to such and such 
an individual soul under divers aspects during the course of life; they 
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extend, according to the various degrees of the hierarchy, over the 
whole of the Church, which must absorb all humanity and reunite it 
to God. Thus they have a social role, and must lead to Jesu-Hostia 
not only individuals, but peoples, the entire earth. 

It is for this end that the Holy Spirit, as an unction, covers and 
penetrates the priest and gives him as his principal power the faculty 
to offer to God and to give to souls the Sacrament of Union with God 
and of union of men among themselves. Oh, stupendous powers of the 
priest! 

Matrimony 


At the foot of the Eucharistic altar, a man and a woman give them- 
selves to each other by a contract of love. In the sacrament of Matri- 
mony, the image of the union of Christ with His Church, it is the same 
Holy Spirit of Love, flowing from the Sacrament of Love, who comes 
to place Himself between the spouses in order to join them together 
inseparably and unite them more closely to God. This Spirit, who 
remains in them, enlightens and fortifies them in the difficulties of life, 
preserves the union of tenderness and of generosity through inevitable 
disagreements, and gives courage and fecundity to produce other chil- 
dren of God, whom He must conduct to the foot of the same altar in 
order to increase the eternal family of our Heavenly Father. 


Union of Divine Charity with the Blessed Trinity in Heaven 


To honor, then, as is fitting, the Third Person of the Blessed 
Trinity, is definitely to live in the sacramental influence. It is to let 
ourselves be conducted by this Divine Dove while we live happily 
under the enveloping veil of His wings. The Holy Spirit, by diffusing 
in us the love of these means to eternal life and holiness, so well adapted 
to the diverse conditions of our existence, that is to say, the various 
sacraments, always directs us towards the Son, who is brought to our 
capacity. He prostrates us ‘in the adoring love of His beauty, veiled 
according to the exigencies of our feeble nature, but which is none the 
less the mirror of the Splendor of the Father. “Who sees Me, sees My 
Father!” 

Jesus Himself, our Spouse, our Head, through this same Spirit 
whom He sends us, sustains us with His strength, instructs us in a 
filial devotion, and raises us even to His Father, now become our 
Father also. The Father clasps us together in one paternal embrace! 

That is what grace means in this night here below. That is what 
glory will be in the full light of the day of heaven. Behold, how rich 
is the fruit of Pentecost in us because of the sacraments! 
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Novena 
to the 
Holy Spirit 


MAY 15 to MAY 24 


HE Church observes the 
Octave of the Ascen- 
sion by her “Great 
Novena”’ in honor of 
the Holy Spirit. Its object is 
to prepare us to receive the 
special graces He bestows. The 
novena is made in imitation of 
the Blessed Virgin, the Apos- 
tles, and more than a hundred 
of Our Lord’s followers who made the first of all novenas between the 
Ascension of Our Lord and the coming of the Paraclete. The Novena 
was instituted by Our Lord Himself when He commanded the Apos- 
tles to remain in prayer in Jerusalem until they should receive ‘‘Power 
from on high.’’ Pope Leo XIII prescribed it for the universal Church, 
and endowed it with rich indulgences. These are: an indulgence of 
seven years each day, and a plenary indulgence after confession, Com- 
munion, visits to a church and prayer for the Pope’s intention. 





The Sisters in each of our Sanctuaries of .Perpetual Adoration 
will conduct this novena as a homage of adoration, love, praise and 
thanksgiving to the Holy Spirit, and in supplication for the triumph 
of the Church over her enemies; for world peace; for the conversion 
of sinners, unbelievers and adherents to false religions; for the in- 
crease of faith and perseverance of the Church’s members; for those 
suffering persecution; for the increase of religious and priestly voca- 
tions; and for the spiritual and temporal graces needed and desired 
by all who participate. Every Christian ought fervently to implore 
light, strength and the increase of Divine love in his spiritual life, as 
well as the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit and His twelve Fruits. The 
prayer: ‘‘Veni, Creator Spiritus’ and seven times the “Glory be to the 
Father’ are suggested for the novena. 


In proportion as anyone strives to love and honor the Holy Spirit, 
He will increase in them the grace of Faith, Hope, Charity, and Con- 
trition. He will unite that soul more closely with God, our most tender 
and loving Father, through Jesus, our Savior. 
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Novena 
to the 
Sacred Heart 


JUNE 4 to JUNE 12 


~@ 


“SS 





SECOND Solemn Novena 
in honor of the Sacred 
Heart will be conducted 
in our Sanctuaries of Per- 
petual Adoration just preceding 
the feast. It will open with the 
recitation of the Litany during 
Benediction of the Blessed Sac- 
rament following the Eucharis- 
tic Procession of Corpus Christi. 
Each day this litany will be re- 
cited in common by the whole community in each Chapel of Perpetual 
Adoration, and by the official adorers each hour of the day and night 
throughout the novena. Besides, your intentions will be remembered 
in the High Mass daily sung in each Chapel, in the Divine Office sung 
throughout the Octave, and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament given 
twice daily in each Chapel. The novena will close with a solemn Pro- 
eession of Reparation on the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 





It is our hope that every reader of Tabernacle and Purgatory will 
take an active part in these novenas, which will surely be the source 
of great spiritual and temporal graces. These novenas can help you 
solve your problems in the manifold needs of soul and body, whether 
they concern matters of health, steady employment, peace in the family, 
a conversion, or some other big problem. Pray with confidence to the 
Holy Spirit and to the Merciful and Loving Heart of Jesus, who has 
said: Ask, and you shall receive!’’ The same indulgences may be 
gained for both novenas. 


Remember our intentions and we will remember yours! Inten- 
tions mailed to our Motherhouse, Clyde, Missouri for either or both 
novenas will be placed on the Exposition Altar. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 


Clyde and Kansas City, Mo.; Mundelein, Hlinois; and Tucson, Arizona. 
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“As a Seer and a Prophet...” 


NE of the strangest facts about present-day Catholics is 
the small value they place on their own Catholic Press. | 






S3 It is not so with our enemies! They cannot tolerate 
Cre the Catholic Press! Realizing its potentialities to the 
v ‘ full, they make it a point to rid themselves of it at any | 

6 cost. Only a few months ago the last Catholic period- 
a 


in every country controlled by Communists. 

The Popes to a man have realized the tremendous power for good 
in Catholic newspapers. The much-loved Pius X declared: “I would 
pawn my ring and pectoral cross to help a Catholic newspaper!” “The 
Catholic Press is my voice,” said Pope Pius XI. Our own Pope Pius 
XII has stated: “In the storm-harrowed ocean of the press of the world 
and its various philosophies of life, the Catholic Press should stand as 
a seer and a prophet!” | 

Recently .a soldier in Korea read some Catholic magazines which 
he happened to pick up in his tent. “I will soon become a member of 
the Church,” he wrote a short time later, and added, “If Catholic 
magazines would supplant the popular magazines in the homes, this 
world would be in much better shape.” That soldier hit upon the heart 
of the matter. As a nation, we are definitely being injured by the 
indifferent and immoral literature flooding the newsstands. Juvenile 
delinquency, parental neglect, gross disregard of the moral law in di- 
vorce or sinful practices, and everyday honesty itself, are to a great 
extent traceable to bad literature. 

Some positive action must be taken to offset this. Anything that 
can be done to boost the circulation of Catholic publications will be a 
wonderful step in the right direction. Many people have acquired the 
habit of giving Catholic magazine subscriptions as wedding and birth- 
day gifts, as well as making sure that the best Catholic periodicals come 
regularly to their own homes. 

Here may we suggest our “Tabernacle and Purgatory” as the first 
on your own personal and gift “must-have” list? With this May we 
begin our 49th year of publication, just one year short of our Golden 
Jubilee. Will you help us make it a truly golden anniversary by bring- 
ing the magazine to the attention of your friends and neighbors and 
swelling the number of subscribers? They will be sure to like it, as it 
is acceptable everywhere with its articles of lasting interest and the 
warmth which as its readers say, seems to come straight from the Taber- 


ical was stamped out in Yugoslavia, and it is the same | 
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nacle itself. Be apostles of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” and aid us to 
bring its good influence to homes, schools, hospitals, libraries and 
offices. 


PREMIUM 


It is with special pleasure that we are able to offer as premium 
during the month of May for NEW Subscriptions ONLY the highly 
valued Scheyern Cross. We are not able to give these precious little 
crosses for renewal subscriptions, but offer instead an attractive Infant 
of Prague torpedo pencil. For FIVE NEW subscriptions we offer a 
snow-white, gold-trimmed Eversharp Infant of Prague pencil. 


A Mystery Revealed 






——O—— 


SEE? 
> Res URING this month we turn our thoughts anew to the 

y consideration of the sublime mystery of the Most 
+ Blessed Trinity, whose feast we keep on May 31st. 
Through reason alone we can prove that there is 
one God, supreme and infinite, but we could have 
no knowledge of the Trinity except through Divine 

+ revelation. For thousands of years, the Jewish peo- 
ple had repeated the formula: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God is one 
God!” (Mark 12:29.) To them, God remained a Majestic Being, 
known only through His gifts. Of His own inner life and nature, man- 
kind had no inkling until Jesus came and gave us as much information 
as our limited minds could grasp. He taught that there is one God, 
but repeatedly He said that He Himself was the Son of God and equal 
to Him. “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). “He that sees Me, 
sees the Father also” (John 14:9). The people around Jesus knew 
well what He meant, for they told Pilate at the time of His trial, “We 
have a law, and according to that law He must die, because He has 
made Himself Son of God” (John 19:7). This could not have meant 
“Son of God” in the sense that we call ourselves “children of God,” 
for in that case they themselves would have fallen under the same ac- 
cusation. Hence, it is obvious that Jesus and the Father are distinct 
Persons, yet each is God — and still there is only one God. 

But we received further revelations. At the baptism of Jesus, the 
“Spirit of God” descended upon Him in the form of a dove. Again, on 
the eve of His death, Jesus promised to send His disciples another One 
—a Paraclete, a Comforter, the Holy Ghost. He instructed the Apostles 
that people are to be admitted into the Church — the Kingdom He es- 
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tablished on earth which is to populate the heavenly Kingdom—through 
Baptism, which is to be administered “In the Name of the Father and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Then, finally, ten days after His 
ascension into heaven, accomplished by His own Divine power, the 
Third One, the Holy Spirit, descended in tongues of fire. From that 
time the ministers of the Divine Word, the Apostles and their succes- 
sors, have taught and baptized in the Name of the Triune God, accord- 
ing to the command of Jesus. 








By the Trinity we mean that there is only one Divine Nature or 
Substance, but there are three Persons who possess it —the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit — and that these Three Persons are equal in all 
things. 

The Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 defined: “We firmly and sim- 
ply confess that there is only one God. . . the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. There are, indeed, three Persons, but only one Essence, 
Substance, or Nature, which is absolutely simple. The Father proceeds 
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from no one; the Son from the Father alone; and the Holy Spirit 
equally from both Father and Son. These Three Persons are con- 
substantial and co-equal, and all are equally omnipotent and eternal. . . 
We believe and confess that there is one Supreme Entity (Being) which 
is incomprehensible and ineffable, and which is truly the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost; which is the Three Persons taken together 
and any one of Them taken singly. And therefore there is in God a 
Trinity only, not a quaternity; for every one of the Three Persons is 
that Entity, namely the Divine Substance, Essence and Nature.” 

The Athanasian Creed asserts: “The Father was made by no one; 
He was neither created, nor begotten. The Son is from the Father 
alone; He was not made nor created, but begotten. The Holy Spirit 
was not made or created by the Father and the Son, but proceeds.” 
The Blessed Trinity is a profound mystery about which we can know 
little until we are in heaven, but it is the first principle and heart of 
our religion. To know and to love this Triune God will be our eternal 
life. 

The Apostles’ Creed gives voice to the Catholic belief in the in- 
finite and supreme God, who is three distinct and separate Persons. 
Men have written volumes trying to explain the mystery in terms of 
our human understanding, but they can never succeed adequately, 
for it is so far above our natural reasoning power. Nevertheless, our 
reason can recognize that, although it cannot understand the Trinity, 
the mystery involves no contradiction. For God is One and Three- 
fold, not in the same way, but One as to nature, and Triune as to Per- 
sons, even— though the analogy is not without qualification — as 
there are millions of persons on earth, yet all possess one human nature. 

Two principles shed tremendous light upon our understanding of 
God and His creative acts. These are, first of all, that good is essen- 
tially diffusive of itself — life, fertile, in propagating itself; and secondly, 
the higher a thing is in nature, the more internal or intimate is its ac- 
tivity. Thus, the Highest Good, God, is seen in the Trinity to be in- 
finitely diffusive of Itself, and this action is most intimate. There is 
not only one Person in God, which would seem to narrow and restrict 
God’s goodness, giving Him a cold and lonely splendor, but there are 
three Persons in God, with all the warmth and life that come from 
friendship and love. 

All this is most intimate to the nature of God. In other words, it 
all takes place completely within God. The closest analogy we have 
is human thought, which takes place completely within the mind, with 
no external action. The activity of a material thing, as for example, 
fire, is completely external. If we go a step higher to plants, we see 
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that the life of the plant is already internal, but on a low scale. In 
the sense-knowledge of an animal, we have a higher and still more in- 
ternal type of action. Then comes the intellectual life of man. The 
mind conceives an idea, and the idea or “mental” word remains en- 
tirely internal. It is this analogy between human thought and the 
Trinity that is referred to by St. John when he says in his Gospel: 
“In the beginning was the Word.” 

Hence, if goodness is generous and diffusive of itself, tending 
always to give and to spread itself to others, then in the Highest Good 
we must find complete generosity, a complete giving of self. Thus God 
the Father completely gives Himself, and this is the Second Person, 
God the Son — eternal, equal to and one in nature with the Father. 
And, in like manner, Father and Son communicate Themselves to the 
Holy Spirit in one complete expression of Their love, the Third Person. 

Thus, though there would seem to be something lacking to God 
were He only one Person, our view of the Trinity, with the infinite life 
of knowing and loving among the Three Persons, gives us a new under- 
standing of the depths and perfection of the Deity. And since the 
intimate life of God is so bound up with goodness and knowledge and 
love, we know that, despite all strife and war, sin and hatred and evil, 
to be found in this world, goodness, truth and love will be triumphant 
in the end. Yes, the Blessed Trinity is the key to the vast mysteries 
of life. It is one of the truths given us by Christ, the Son of God. The 
very loftiness of this mystery is a sign of its Divineness, for if it could 
be comprehended by humans, that would be proof that it is no more 
than human; and where, then, would be God’s Divinity? In a positive 
way the Blessed Trinity means so very much to us! It is the root and 
source and reason of all other truths and mysteries, and of all existence 
itself. 

On Trinity Sunday, when we marvel at the immensity, the great- 
ness, and the power of God, we should also show our gratitude to each 
of the Three Divine Persons for all that each has done for us. We 
should, further, express our sorrow that we have so little appreciated 
these graces, and resolve henceforth to honor, adore, love and serve 
these Divine Persons to whom we owe our very being, our salvation and 
every increase in virtue and merit, which we hope one day will be 
crowned with heavenly bliss. The goodness of God has diffused itself 
towards each of us in creating Love, redeeming Love, and sanctifying 
Love. May it at last flower in beatifying Love, for “The God of all 
grace, who has called us unto His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will 
Himself, after we have suffered a little while, perfect, strengthen and 
establish us. To Him is glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 25 


“The Master Calls Me: I Will Not Say No.” 


~ sO-Khe-t-e-tie 


HE girls at St. Joseph’s Academy had just enjoyed an 

eg engrossing presentation of Shakespeare’s ‘‘As You Like 

It.’ A renowned Shakespearean reader had brought 

to life before them the various characters by his vivid 

and skilled impersonation. Before leaving he had presented to each 

as a souvenir an autographed card on which he had personally written 
a quotation from the great master of English drama. 

The assembly hall buzzed with excitement as the girls compared 
their cards and applied the quotation to the one receiving it. Among 
the seniors was one who eyed her card thoughtfully, for the message 
it bore seemed a direct answer to a question that had perplexed her 
for some time. It read: ‘“‘The Master calls me; I will not say no.”’ 
To the gay bantering of her companions that this was an unmistakable 
call to the convent, she replied with equal gaiety that for all they knew 
it might mean the acceptance of a proposal to marriage. But the mes- 
sage struck a serious chord in her heart and she felt that Divine Prov- 
idence had given her a clear indication of His will in her regard. For 
a long time she had been resisting an attraction for the religious life, 
trying to convince herself that this life was not for her. Yet the feel- 
ing persisted that God intended her for His own special service. That 
evening she decided to call on her pastor and speak to him about it. 

This kindly spiritual guide gave her every encouragement, point- 
ing out that it is a sublime privilege to be chosen by God to serve Him 
in a more intimate and perfect way in the religious life and that while 
one is free to accept or reject such an invitation, the refusal to follow 
the call is a serious responsibility. To do so without solid reasons 
is to reject a very precious grace and to run the risk of losing count- 
less other precious graces consequent upon it, possibly even the all- 
important grace of final perseverance. 

Encouraged by his fatherly counsel, and by her parents whom she 
consulted later, Marie determined to dedicate her life to the service of 
God. Pursuing with generous co-operation the initial grace of her 
vocation, she became a Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration, and 
now for many years has found joy and peace in a life of prayer and 
work dedicated to the unceasing adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Doubtless Marie would find many counterparts among the young 
Catholic girls looking forward to their graduation in June, as well as 
among graduates of other years who have been trying in vain to stifle 
the persistent call of that interior voice which invites them to leave 
all and follow the Master. May they now generously answer with the 
faithful servant: ‘‘The Master calls me: I will not say no!”’ 

Young ladies (preferably between 16 and 28) who feel drawn to 
the vocation of Perpetual Adoration under the Benedictine Rule are 
invited to correspond with: 

Reverend Mother Mary Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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She Holy, Gahwid, <r and Caden 
of Cthdie Life 


Feast of Corpus Christi, June 4 


|HE heart and center of Catholic worship is and always 
has been the Holy Eucharist. The Holy Eucharist is the 
; true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, hidden 
under the appearances of bread and wine. The Holy 
Eucharist is our Sacrifice of infinite worth in the Mass. 

It is our spiritual Food in Holy Communion. It is our 
Divine Friend abiding with us in our tabernacles. No Christian can 
reflect too long and too ardently on the significance and meaning of 
the Eucharist. The more he does so, the greater will be his faith and 
devotion. That is why the Church celebrates with solemn splendor the 
feast of Corpus Christi, which always falls on the Thursday after Trinity 
Sunday — this year, June 4. 

Corpus Christi is one of the most beautiful of the feast days of the 
whole year. It is the commemoration of God’s greatest Gift to His 
Church and to all her members. It is the feast which signifies that the 
grace operative in the Most Blessed Sacrament has conquered the world. 
has recaptured it from sin and its works; that the redemption which 
we celebrate in the Holy Sacrifice has gone forth beyond the confines 
of the church edifice; that it has subjugated the earth, has purified and 
hallowed it, and that it permeates and governs the earth. It is a time 
when God’s blessing appears visibly poured out on the land, over 
growing fields and busy hamlets as well as noisy cities. The feast of 
Corpus Christi climaxes the liturgical renewal of the sacred mysteries 
of man’s Redemption, and it is observed at a time when all nature is 
revealed in her full splendor, as if she would adorn herself in festive 
array for the praise of her Creator. 

The Church is unremitting in her zeal and solicitude in promoting 
devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament, to attract the hearts of her 
children to the tabernacle and fill them with holy desires for the pre- 
cious graces deriving therefrom. At all times she manifests the deepest 
reverence, the most devoted care and profoundest respect in all that 
concerns the Real Presence of Christ. She guards the key of the taber- 
nacle most diligently. She takes special care of the sacred vessels. 
She wishes that the altar where the Blessed Sacrament is kept be more 
ornate than the others in the church, so that its very splendor will impel 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 27 


the faithful to piety and devotion. Before the tabernacle one lamp at 
least must be burned continuously day and night, nourished by olive 
oil or beeswax. Beautiful and fresh flowers, spotless and immaculate 
altar linens, skillfully fashioned with patient toil, are to adorn the altar. 

On the feast of Corpus Christi the Church strives with even greater 
magnificence to impress upon the hearts and minds of her children 
the excellence of the Eucharistic Gift. With the greatest pomp at her 
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disposal she honors this Sacred Mystery. She makes the solemn pro- 
cession with the Most Blessed Sacrament the special feature of the day’s 
feast. As the children of men delight in pageantry and parades, Mother 
Church enables them to give full vent to their joy and gratitude by 
taking part in this splendid procession. By this public devotion to our 
Eucharistic Lord, she seeks to repair in some measure the blasphemous 
insults and base ingratitude shown to our Eucharistic King. 
Let us with joyful hearts take part in the worship of this day. Let 


us not leave alone this Divine Friend who has condescended to dwell 
in our midst. From the lofty mercy-seat whereon He is enthroned, the 
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golden monstrance, in the bright radiance of which, as a peerless and 
priceless gem, He has been set, there go forth on every side, not scorch- 
ing rays of glory, not burning shafts of might, but a mild and constant 
flow of holiness and grace. As wave after wave of fragrant incense is 
diffused around, so these graces, the virtue which emanates from the 
Sacred Humanity of Jesus, go into the world of souls and shed over 
them peace and the spirit of love, healing them of their ills, benefiting 
them to their spiritual and temporal welfare, even as Mother Church in 
the beautiful Gradual melody of the Mass sings: “Thou openest Thy 
hand, and fillest every living creature with Thy blessing.” 

Now it is that we are privileged to practice that angelic worship, 
lost and unknown outside the Catholic Church, — the worship of pure 
adoration. For beyond her pale men may praise God, or address Him 
in supplication, or perform other religious acts, but they cannot know 
nor offer that special homage which His Presence, as we possess it. 
inspires, when, without word spoken or sound uttered, or act performed, 
the soul sinks prostrate and annihilates itself before Him, casts all its 
powers and gifts and brightests ornaments as worthless oblations be- 
fore His altar, and subjects its whole being to His adorable will. 

Gazing with the eyes of faith, those eyes so keen, upon the Sacra- 
mental Form, we see, as did St. John, “in the midst of the seven golden 
candlesticks, one like to the Son of Man” (Apoc. 1:13), the adorable 
Jesus, the King of our souls. But we shall not fear to speak to Him 
with unrestrained familiarity and warmest friendship, face to face. No 
longer is He the awful Lord who appeared to Moses and Elias on Horeb, 
but only Jesus, who manifested Himself to Peter, James and John on 
Thabor, radiant with light, but mild and inviting with love. 

We shall pray to Him for our own salvation and for that of all 
mankind. We shall pray for the exaltation of His holy Church, for the 
happiness and prosperity of its supreme Pastor, for the propagation 
of the true Faith, for the conversion of all in error, and especially for 
our own dear country. We shall pray God in His mercy to remove 
from us the scourges and judgments which we have deserved by our 
sins, and to remember no longer our offenses nor those of our fathers, 
but rather to show us His mercy and give us His good gifts, and of 
these principally His grace, holiness of life, and perseverance in His 
holy service. 

Nor will we think of rising from our knees without thanking Him 
from our hearts for this miraculous institution of His power and good- 
ness, this sweetest pledge of His love! And not least among the bless- 
ings for which we will thank our Sacramental God is our liberty to 
testify publicly to our gratitude for His Presence amongst us. 
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Little Lovers League 


AY and Mary seem to go together, do they not, dear 
Little Lovers? The lovely month of May and our 
lovely Blessed Mother seem made for each other. 
May brings us the warm sun which makes things 
grow and Mary brings us her Son who makes us 
grow in grace and virtue. In May, when their flowers 

are blooming, gardeners can see the result of the seeds they planted 

earlier, and if we let Mary be the gardener of our souls, soon we, too, 
will begin to see flowers of virtue blossoming there, where before there 
were only the weeds of faults. 

May also brings us the feast of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, 
which should be especially dear to all Little Lovers, because Mary -is 
your patron under this title. Have you ever seen our Blessed Lady 
pictured in this way? There is one very pretty painting of her as Our 
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. It shows her standing on a little hill 
with the moon shining behind her and tall lilies blooming at her feet. 
Mary is wrapped in a long blue cape and holds Jesus in her arms. The 
Christ-Child looks as if He might be about two years old. In His small 
hands He carries a golden chalice with the Sacred Host gleaming above 
it. Jesus is wrapped in Mary’s cape, too, and both are gazing at the Host 
as if telling us that here is God’s greatest Gift — here is Jesus Himself. 

So, then, let us ask our Blessed Mother to give us this precious 
Gift very often, and to help us receive It with the greatest possible love 
and devotion. Let us ask her also to be the gardener of our souls and 
to visit this garden often, then we can be sure that Jesus will be there 
too, for He always goes where Mary goes. 





PRACTICE: Say three Hail Marys daily, asking our Blessed Lady 
to make you grow in love for Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

ASPIRATION: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, teach us to 
love Jesus in the Sacred Host. 


OUR CONTEST RESULTS 


We were very much pleased with the entries received in our 
February contest and with the many fine drawings which accompanied 
them. Nearly all the contestants matched the word columns correctly, 
although there was some confusion with ‘‘Tabernacle’’ and ‘‘Mon- 
strance,” the former is, of course, the golden box on the altar in which 
the Hosts are kept, while the latter is the golden vessel in which the 
Sacred Host is shown to the faithful, as at Benediction or the Forty 
Hours’ Devotion. 
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St. Therese seems to be the favorite saint, for we received at least 
three times as many sketches of her as of Saint Anne or Saint John. 
St. John’s Indian School at Laveen, Arizona did send us some fine 
sketches of St. Anne, and Joan Pulsipher of Battle Creek sent us one 
of St. John which we liked, but St. Therese was ‘“‘way ahead.” 

Many fine sketches were sent in by the pupils of St. Martin’s 
School, Boonville, Mo., and those of Dubina School, Schulenberg, Tex., 
St. Joseph’s School, Little Rock, Illinois and Flintridge Sacred Heart 
Academy in Pasadena, California. 

Since we cannot send a prize to all who entered, we are asking 
St. Therese, St. Anne and St. John to obtain many special blessings for 
each one. The prize winners are as follows: — 


Over ten years 


Prize: Elena Nitsche, 13, Winnipeg, Canada. Elena sent us a lovely, 
delicately colored drawing of Saint Therese holding her rose-covered 
Cross. 


Honorable Mention: Calvin Key, St. John’s School, Laveen, Arizona; 
Gisela Weingartner, Winnipeg, Canada; Marie Mildenberger, Oregon 
City, Oregon; Frank Catalano, Tucson, Arizona; Judy Straub, Pasa- 
dena, California; and Ernest Baumler, Winnipeg, Canada. 


Under ten years 


Prize: Craig Tedore, 9, Blessed Sacrament School, Waterloo, lowa. 
Craig sent us a fine crayon sketch of St. Anne sitting outside her house. 


Honorable Mention: Patricia Batenhorst, West Point, Nebraska; 
James Koenig, St. Cloud, Minnesota; and Dwight Murdy, St. Joseph's 
School, Rock Island, Illinois. 


A LILY for the Lady 


Mie was excited, for this was the first time she had ever 
been invited to a wedding. That meant she was really grow- 
ing up at last. Proudly she smoothed the lovely pale blue robe, her 
very best one, woven from wool of her father’s flocks, as her mother 
helped her into it. Smiling at her happy little daughter, Mirianne’s 
mother took a small gold bracelet from her own arm and clasped it 
about her wrist: ‘‘“Now we are ready,’’ she said, ‘‘and we must hurry, 
for the marriage feast will begin soon. It is only a few steps to Reba’s 
new home, so we will walk.’’ 

At the door, Mirianne stopped suddenly and tugged at her 
mother’s hand. ‘“‘Oh, mother! I nearly forgot the lily, my beautiful 
lily for Reba! Please, may I get it right away?’’ Scarcely waiting 
for an answer, she ran to the garden behind the house, and went 
straight to the corner which sheltered the lily beds from the wind and 
sun. From among the beautiful blossoms, she picked the most per- 
fect one of all: a tall lily with waxen white petals, crimson lines run- 
ning through its center and dark glossy leaves. The little girl knew 
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that her cousin would be delighted with this flower, for she loved 
lilies and always wanted to see the garden when she came to Mirianne’s 
house. Carrying it with both hands, Mirianne ran back to her mother, 
and together they walked to Reba’s home, where the latter’s marriage 
to Jonathan, son of one of the leading men of Cana, was being cele- 
brated with the customary wedding feast. 

There were many guests at the wedding, for Jonathan and Reba 
were well liked and their families were among the oldest in the small 
Galilean town. On the tables were good wine and home-cooked meats. 
and cakes. Mirianne recognized many that her mother had baked and 
she knew that the other women of the village had helped, too. Look- 
ing around for her cousin, she caught sight of her at the other side of 
the room. How pretty Reba was, with her wedding gown of palest 
yellow and the many jewels brides were accustomed to wear! There 
was no chance to talk to her just then, so Mirianne put her lily in a 
safe place and went off to join some of her young friends who were 
gathered together in another room, playing games. 

Dodging in and out of groups of people, trying to catch a swift- 
footed playmate, Mirianne tripped and tumbled into the arms of a 
woman who was standing quietly against a wall, smiling at Reba and 
Jonathan who were walking hand in hand from group to group of the 
guests. ‘‘I am so sorry, I hope [ did not hurt you!’”’ Mirianne apolo- 
gized, trying to straighten her tangled veil and robe and to brush the 
hair back from her face. The woman knelt beside her: ‘‘Let me help 
you; it would be a shame to tear such a pretty robe.” With ex- 
perienced hands she adjusted the long veil, smoothing back the girl’s 
hair and fastening it with a clasp dropped in the race. Then she whis- 
pered: ‘‘Perhaps if we fasten up your skirts just a little, they will be 
easier to handle.’’ Mirianne agreed and said confidentially: ‘‘I would 
be so glad if you could! You see, it is my best robe, but I am not 
quite used to such long skirts and they do get in the way when you 
want to run!’’ The woman laughed softly and the little girl thought 
the sound of.it was like music. This lady wore a simple white robe, 
without any jewelry, and her blue veil showed glimpses of dark brown 
hair. She was older than Reba, yet Mirianne thought she had never 
seen anyone so lovely. She could not explain it, but this loveliness. 
was not just in her face —it came from ‘“‘way inside,’’ she told herself. 
Her gentle hands, the quiet courtesy of her manner, the soft musical 
voice, were only a part of it. 

With a final pat to make sure the skirt would stay in place, the 
lady rose. When Mirianne tried to thank her, she only smiled and 
said that her son had liked to run about and play too. Mirianne 
followed her glance and saw a tall man talking with some companions. 
“Is that your son?” she asked. The lady nodded, her eyes still on his 
face. The man seemed to know that she was looking at him, for he 
turned and gazed back at her. The little girl thought to herself: 
“Why, not even Jonathan looks at Reba like that!” And she knew, 
somehow, that here was a greater love than any she had ever seen. 

Just then Mirianne’s mother came past, looking worried. She 
was talking in a low voice to another woman and the little girl heard 











her say: “The wine is running very short and there is none to be had anywhere. What 
shall we do?’’ Young as she was, Mirianne could understand her mother’s dismay. To 
have the wine run short would be a real disgrace at a wedding feast, an insult, almost, 
to the guests. Reba and Jonathan would be greatly ashamed and it would turn this 
happy day into one they would not like to remember. “I wish I could help,’’ she 
said aloud, turning to the lady in the blue veil. The latter took the child’s hand. 
“Come,”’ she said, ‘“‘we will go to my son.” 

When they were close to the tall man, Mirianne saw that he looked very like his 
mother, and his voice, deeper than hers, had the same musical note. But what could 
he do to help? He seemed to be a poor man, wearing the rough woolen robe of the 
villagers, and his companions were simple country folk. But the lady was saying 
confidently: ‘‘Son, they have no wine.’’ The man answered: ‘‘What do.you wish me 
to do, my lady? My hour has not yet come.’’ Mirianne did not understand; but his 
mother was calling the servants and telling them to do whatever her son commanded. 
Then she saw the man point to six stone water-jars standing near by, and bid the 
men fill them with water. When they were full to the brim, he told them to pour 
the liquid into the wine pitchers, and take them to the chief steward. As they did 
so, Marianne stared and rubbed her eyes —it was not water that was filling the 
pitchers, but dark red wine! Her eyes wide, she gazed at the man, and then at his 
mother. ‘Oh, thank you,’’ she whispered, ‘‘but — but the water — you changed it 
into wine!’’ The tall man rested his hand on her hair in blessing. “It was my 
mother’s wish, little maid,’’ he said, ‘‘and one day I will give her a Wine for all men 
to drink —a Wine that will never run short.” 

As they walked home that evening, after talking of the wonderful way in which 
new wine had appeared on the tables, Mirianne’s mother asked her if Reba had ad- 
mired the lily. ‘I did not give my lily to Reba, mother,’’ said Mirianne, quietly. 
“T gave it to another lady, instead, the lovliest lady in all the world!” Mirianne’s 
mother looked thoughtfully at her daughter. ‘And who was this lady?’ she asked. 
The little girl said softly: ‘‘Her son said his mother’s name is Mary...” 





May and Jume are the merry 
months of Weddings, Graduas 
tions, Ordinations, Religious 
Professions, Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day. 


And here is the perfect Gift for each occasion. 





Our specially selected set of ten 
BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS 
for just $1.00! 


We have chosen a set of 10 booklets appropriate for each occasion listed 
above. By sending them you will prove your personal interest and affection 
with a gift that will last beyond the day itself and be read again and again. 
A gift card will be sent with each set. Or if you prefer we have our entire 
set of BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS, 75 titles, for $6.75. 








For the beautiful Feast of Corpus Christi 
(June 4th) 


These booklets will help you to appreciate the 
full meaning of this Feast and draw from it rich 
treasures of grace. 


God With Us 
The Holy Eucharist, Our All 
My Daily Visit 
Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus 
A Novena of Holy Communions 


Eucharistic Miracles 
God Himself, Our Sacrifice 


My Daily Companion at Mass 
The Treasures of the Mass — 50¢ 








Each booklet 10¢ except as indicated. 








Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri. 





hearts 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 

Containing the heart-inspiring promises of Jesus to those who venerate 
His Sacred Heart, this precious booklet will make you want to return your 
love for His, and will tell you of the means He has given you to do so. 


Come, Let Us Adore the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Just what you need for the June devotions, for First Fridays and the 
grace-filled Feast of the Sacred Heart, June 12th. The prayers in this book- 
let are arranged for both private and public devotion; there are meditations 
and revelations to arouse love for and devotion to the Sacred Heart. 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration in the Home 
The greatest means of restoring the social reign of the Sacred Heart in 
the family, in the community, and of making reparation, is His Enthrone- 
ment as King and Center of the Home. Read this booklet which tells of 
the spirit, object and manner of the Enthronement and Night Adoration, 
a modern method of venerating the Sacred Heart which is so popular every- 
where today. 
All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 

A small booklet you will treasure for its handy yet really complete 
prayers and devotions in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. It includes 
the Proper of the Mass of the Sacred Heart, and acts of consecration, 
litanies, ete. 

The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 

Be a member of the Guard of Honor of the Sacred Heart, one of His 

royal court! This booklet contains prayers for the Honor Guard and Holy 


Hour devotions. 
The Message of the Sacred Heart 


A burning plea from the Sacred Heart for a return of love from your own 
heart, and the means of arriving at an intimate union with this Heart. 5¢ 


Each booklet 10¢, except as marked. 
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